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Either the land of Scotland rightfully belongs to the 
Scottish landlords, or it rightfully oolongs to the Scottish 
peoph); there can be no middle ground. If it rightfully 
belongs to the landlords, then every scheme for interfering 
in any way with the landlords is condemned ; it is nobody 
else's business what th(^y do with it, or what rent they 
charge for it, or where or how they spend the money they 
draw from it, and whoever does not want to lite upon it on 
the landlords' terms is at perfect liberty to starve or emi- 
grate. But if, on the contrary, the land of Scotland right- 
fully belongs to the Scottish people, then the only logical 
demand is, not that tho tenants shall be made joint-owners 
with the landlords, not that it be bought from a smaller 
class and sold to a larger class, but that it be resumed by 
the whole people. To propose to pay the landlords for it 
is to deny the right of the people to it. It is to admit that 
the Scottish people have no more right to the soil of Scot- 
land than any outsider. For, any outsider can go to 
Scotland and buy land, if he will give its market value ; 
and to propose to buy out the landlords is to propose to 
continue the present injustice in another form. They 
would get in interest on the debt created what they now 
get in rent. They would still have a lien upon Scottish 
labor. 

And why should the landlords be paid ? If the land 
of Scotland belongs of natural right to the Scottish people, 
what valid claim for payment can be set up by the land- 
lords? No one will contend that the land is theirs of 
natural right, for the day has gone by when men could 
be told that tho Creator of the universe intended His 
bounty for tho exclusive use and benefit of a privileged 
class of his creatures — that He intended a few to roll in 
luxury while their fellows toiled and starved for them. 
The claim of the landlords to the land rests not on natural 
right, but merely on municipal law — on municipal law 
which contravenes natural right. And, whenever the 
sovereign power changes municipal law so as to conform 
to natural right, what claim can they assert to compensa- 
tion ? Some of them bought tlieir lands, it is true ; but 
they got no better title than the seller had to give. And 
what are these titles ? Titles based on murder and robbery, 
on blood and rapine — titles which rest on the most atrocious 
and wholesale crimes. Created by force and maintained 
by force, they have not behind them the first shadow of 
right. That men, now dead, have had the power to give 
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am obliged to use such illuHtrations beoause no others will 
fit the case. I am conoerned not with individuals, but with 
the system. What I want to do is, to point out a distinc- 
tion that in the plea for the vested rights of landowners is 
ignored — a distinction which arises from the essential 
difference between land and things that are the produce of 
htunan labor, and which is obscured by our habit of (Massing 
thom all together as property. 

The galleys that carried Ooesar to Britain, the accoutre- 
ments of his legionaries, the baggage that they carried, 
the arms that they bore, the buildings that they erected ; 
the scythed chariots of the ancient Britons, the horses that 
drew thom, their wicker boats and wattled houses — where 
are they now ? But the land for which Roman and Briton ' 
fought, there it is still. That British soil is yet as fresh 
and as new as it was in the days of the Romans. Genera- 
tion after generation has lived on it since, and generation 
after generation will live on it yet. Now, here is a very 
great difference. The right to possess and to pass on the 
ownership of things that in their nature decay and soon 
cease to be is a very different tiling from the right to 
possess and to pass on the ownership of that which does 
not decay, but from which each successive generation must 
live. 

To show how this difference between land and such 
other species of property as are properly styled wealth 
bears upon the argument for the vested rights of land- 
holders, let me illustrate again. 

Captain Kidd was a pirate. He made a business of 
wailing the seas, capturing merchantmen, making their 
<Tews walk the plank, and appropriating their cargoes. In 
this way he accumulated much wealth, which he is thought 
to have buried. But lot us suppose, for the sake of the 
illuHtration, that he did not bury his wealth, but left it to 
his legal heirs, and they to their heirs and so on, until at 
the present day this wealth or a part of it has come to a 
great- great-grand son of Captain iCidd. Now, let us sup- 
pose that some one — say a groat-great-grandson of one of 
the ship-masters whom Captain Kidd plundered, makes 
<^omplaint, and says : '* This man*8 great-great-grandfather 
plundered my great- great-grandfather of certain things or 
certain sums, wliich have been transmitted to him, whereas 
but for this wrongful act they would have been transmitted 
to me ; therefore, T demand that he be made to restore 
them." What would society answer ? 



Digitized by VjOO^I^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9' 



wanted him to Htop, it must buy him out, paying him all 
that his business was \|f orth— that is to say, at least as muoh as 
he could make in twenty years* successful pirating, so that 
if he stopped pirating he could still continue to live in luxury 
off the profits of the merchants and the earnings of the sailors ? 

What ought society to say to such a claim as this ? 
There will be but one answer. We will all say that society 
should tell Mr. Kidd that his was a business to which the 
statute of limitations and the doctrine of vested rights did 
not apply ; that because his father, and his grandfather, 
and his great and great-great-grandfather pursued the 
business of capturing ships and making their crews walk 
the plank, was no reason why he should be permitted to 
pursue it. Society, we will all agree, ought to say he 
would have to stop piracy and stop it at once, and that 
without getting a cent for stopping. 

Or supposing it had happened that Mr. Kidd had sold 
out his piratical business to Smith, Jones, or Bobinson, 
we will all agree that society ought to say that their pur- 
<;hase of the business gave them no greater right than 
Mr. Kidd had. 

We will all agree that this is what society ought to say. 
Observe, I do not ask what society would say. 

For, rifliculous and preposterous as it may appear, I 
am satisfied that, under the circumstances I have supposed, 
society would not for a long time say what we have agreed 
it ought to say. Not only would all the Kidds loudly claim 
that to make them give up their business without full 
recompense would be a wicked interference with vested 
iHghts, but the justice of thiu claim would at first be 
assumed as a matter of course by all or nearly all the 
influential classes — the great lawyers, the able journalists, 
the writers for the magazines, the eloquent clergymen, and 
the principal professors in the principal universities. Nay, 
«ven the merchants and sailors, when they first began to 
complain, would bo so tyrannized and browbeaten by this 
public opinion that they would hardly think of more than 
of buying out the Kidds, and, whereyer here and there 
any one dared to raise his voice in favor of stopping piracy 
At once and without compensation, he would only do so 
under penalty of being stigmatized as a reckless disturber 
and wicked foe of social order. 

If any one denies this, if any one savs mankind are not 
«uch fools, then I appeal to universal hibtory to bear me 
witness. I appeal to the facts of to-day. 
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Show me a wrong, no matter how monBtroua, that ever 
yet, anion ff any people, became ingrafted in the social 
gystem, and I will prove to you the truth of what I Hay. 

The majority of men do not think ; the majority of men 
have to expend bo mu(;h energy in the struggle to make a 
living that they do not have time to think. The maiority 
of men ar^eept. as a matter of course, whatever is. This is 
what makes the task of the social reformer so difficult, his 
path po hard. This is what brings upon those who first 
raise their voices in behalf of a great truth the sneers of 
the powerful and the curses of the rabble, ostracism and 
martyrdom, the robe of derision and the crown of thorns. 

Am I not right? Have there not been states of society 
in which piracy lias been considered the most respectable 
and honorable of pursuits ? Did the Roman populace see 
anything more reprehensible in a gladiatorial show than we 
do in a horse-race ? Does public opinion in Dahomey see 
anythin^r reprehensible in the custom of sacrificing a 
thousand or two human beings by way of signalizing 
grand occasions ? Are there not states of society- in which, 
in spite of the natural proportions of the sexes, polygamy 
is considered a matter of course ? Are there not states of 
society in which it would be considered the most ridiculous 
thing in the world to say that a man's son was more closely 
related to him than his nephew? Are there not states of 
society in which it would ho considered disreputable for a 
man to carry a burden while a woman who could stagger 
under it was around ? — states of society in which the hus- 
band who did not occasionally beat his wife would be 
deemed by both sexes a weak-minded, low-spirited fellow ? 
What would Chinese fashionable society consider more out- 
rageous than to be told that mothers should not be per- 
mitted to squeeze their daughters' feet, or Flathead women 
being restrained from tying a board on their infants* 
skulk ? How long has it been^ince the monstrous doctrine 
of the divine right of kings was taught through all 
Christendom ? 

What is the slave trade but piracy of the worst kind ? 
Yet it is not long since the slave trade was looked, upon as 
a perfectlv respectable business, affording as legitimate an 
opening lor the investment of capital and the display of 
enterprise as any other. The proposition to prohibit it 
was first looked upon as ridiculous, then as fanatical, then 
as wicked. It was only slowly and by hard fighting that 
the trutli in regard to it gained ground. Does not the 
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American Constitution bear witness to what I say ? Does 
not the fundamental law of that Republic, adopted twelve 
years after the enunciation of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, declare that for twenty years the slave trade shall 
not be prohibited nor restricted ? Such dominion had the 
idea of vested interests over the minds of those who had 
already proclaimed the inalienable right of man to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ! 

Is it not but yesterday that in the freest and greatest 
republic on earth, among the people who boast that they 
lead the very van of civilization, this doctrine of vested 
rights was deemed a sufficient justification for all the cruel 
wrongs of human slavery ? Is it not but yesterday when 
whoever dared to say that the rights of property did not 
justly attach to human beings; when whoever dared to 
deny that human beings could be rightfully bought 
and sold like cattle — the husband torn from the wife and 
the child from the mother ; when whoever denied the right 
of whoever had paid his money for him to work or whip 
his own nigger was looked upon as a wicked assailant of 
the rights of property ? Is it not but yesterday when in 
the South whoever whispered such a thought took his life 
in his hands ; when in the North the abolitionist was held 
by the churches as worse than an infidel, was denounced 
by the politicians and rotten-egged by the mob ? I was 
born in a Northern State ; I have never lived in the South, 
I am not yet gray ; but I well remember, as every Ameri- 
can of middle age must remember, how over and over 
again I have heard all questionings of slavery silenced by 
the declaration that the negroes were the property of their 
masters, and that to take away a man's slave without pay- 
ment was as much a crime as to take away his horse with- 
out payment. And whoever does not remember that far 
bdck, let him look over American literature previous to the 
war, and sav whether, if the business of piracy had been a 
flourishing business, it would have lacked defenders ? Let 
him say whether any proposal to stop the business of 
piracy without compensating the pirates would not have 
been denounced at first as a proposal to set aside vested 
rights ? 

But I am appealing to other states of society and to 
times that are past merely to get my readers, if I can, 
out of their accustomed ruts of thought. The proof 
of what I assort about the Kidds and their business is in 
the thought and speech of to-day. 
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Here is a HjBtem which robs the producera of wealth 
aA remorselesBly and far moro re^Iarly and systt'iiiatically 
than the pirate robbed tlio merchautrnau. Here is a systuui 
that steadily condemns thousandh to far moro lingf^rinf^ 
and horrible • deaths than that of walking Uw plank — to 
death of the mind and death of the houI, an well as death 
of the body. These things are undisputed. No one wlio 
will examine the subject can deny that the chronic 
paunerism and chronic famine which c^verywliere mark our 
civilization are the results of this system. Tot we are told 
— nay, it seems to be taken for granted — that this system 
cannot be abolished without buying off those who profit 
by it. Was there ever more degrading abasement of the 
human xnind before a fetinh ? Can we wonder, as we see 
it, at any perversion of idoaw ? 

Consider : is not tlie parallel I have drawn a true one ? 
Is it not just as much a perversion of idoa.H to apply the 
doctrine of vested rights to property in land, when these 
are its admitted fruits, as it was to apply it t(j property in 
human flehh and blood ; as it would be to apply it t(j the 
business of piracy ? In what does the claim of the Scottish 
landholders differ from that of the hereditary pirate or the 
man who has bought out a piratical business? " Because 
I have inherited or purchased the bmineffs of robbing merchant- 
men f** says the pirate, ^^ therefore respect for the rights of 
property must compel you to let me go on robbing ships and 
making sailors walk the plank until you buy me out,^^ 
*' Because we have inherited or purchased the privilege 
of appropriating to ourselves the lion's share of the 
produce cf labor^'^ says the Landlord, ''therefore you 
must continue to let us do iff even though poor wretches 
shiver with cold and faint with hunger—even though, in 
their poverty and misery, they are reduced to wallow with 
the pigS'** What is the difference ? 

This is the point I want to make clear and distinct, 
for it shows a distinction that in current thought is over- 
looked. Property in land, like property in slaves, is essen- 
tially different from property in things that are the result 
of labor. Bob a man or a people of money, or goods, or 
cattle, and the robbery is finished there and then. The 
lapse of time does not, indeed, change wrong into right, 
but it Qbliterates the effects of the deed. That is done ; it 
is over ; and, unless it be very soon righted, it glides away 
into the past, with the men who were parties to it, so 
swiftly that nothing save omniscience can trace its effects ; 
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Nature, a deed that do human proceedings can bar, and no 
preHcription determine. Each Ruoceeding generation has 
out a tenancy for life. Admitting that any set of men 
may barter away their own natural rights (and this 
logically involves an admission of the right of suicide), 
they can no more barter away the rights of their successors 
than they can barter away the rights of the inhabitants of 
other worlds. 

What should bo aimed at is thus very clear. The 
** throe F's** are three frauds ; and the proposition to create 
peasant proprietorship is no better. It will not do merely 
to carve out of the estates of the landlords minor estates 
for the tenanti* ; it will not do merely to subHtitute « larger 
for a sniuller class of proprietors ; it will not do to confine 
the Hcttlement to agricultural land, leaving to its present 
posscHsors the land of the towns and villages. None of 
thene lame and impotent (juncliiHions will satisfy the 
demands of justice or cure the bitter evils now so apparent. 
The only true and just solution of the problem, the only 
end worth aiming at, is to make all the land the Common 
Property o/all the people. 

This principle conceded, the question of method arises. 
How shall this be done ? Nothing is easier. It is merely 
necnfsary to divert the rent wliich now flows into the 
pockots of the landlords into the common treasury of the 
whole people. It is not possible to so divide up land as 
to give each family, still less each individual, an equal 
share. And, even if that were possible, it would not be 
poHsible to maintain equality, for old people are constantly 
dying and new people constantly being bom, while the 
relative value of land is constantly changing. But it is 
possible to equally divide the rent, or, wnat amounts to 
the same thing, to apply it to purposes of common benefit. 
This is the way, and this is the only way, in which abso- 
lute justice can be done. This is the way, and this is the 
only way, in which the equal right of every man, woman, 
and child can be acknowledged and secured. As Herbert 
Spencer says of it : ♦ 

Such a doctrine is conidHtcnt with the highest iit&te of civilization; 
may 1m) carried out without involvinf^ a commuiiity of goodfl, and 
need niiuie uo vferyHoriouH revolution inexintinfr arrani^ementfl. The 
<haTij;c required wrmld niinply be; a cliaD^e of landlordi*. Separate 
oWDfrnhip would iner^e into the joint-stock owner«hip of the public. 



♦ "Social StaticM,*' Cliap. ix., wc. 8. 
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Iimtead of boin^ in the posNeHRion of individuals, the oountry would 
be held by th« great corporate body— society. Instead of leasing his 
acres from au isolated proprietor, the farmer would lease them from 
the nation. IuhIc^jkI ot paying hiH rent to the agent of Sir John or 
hiH Grace, he would pay it to au agent or deputy agent of the com- 
munity. Stewards would be public oflfloialfl instead of private ones, 
and tenancy the only land tonuro. A state of things so ordered 
would be in perfect harmony with the moral law. Under it, all men 
would be equally laudlords ; all men would be alike free to become 
tenants. . . . Clearly, therefore, on su(5h a systt^m, tlie earth 
might be enclosed, occupied, and cultivated, in entire subordination 
to the law of equal fre(Mloni. 

Now, it is a very easy thiag to thus sweep away all 
private ownership of land, and convert all occupiers into 
tenants of the State, by appropriating rent. No compli- 
cated laws or cumbersome mattniuery is ne(5essary. It is 
only necessary to tax land up to its full value. Do that, 
and without any infrinj^ement of the just rights of property, 
the land would become virtually the people's. What 
under this system, was paid as rent by the tenant would 
be taken by the State. Tlie occupiers of land would come 
to be nominally the owners, thou^li, in reality, they would 
be the tenants of the whole people. 

How beautifully this simple method would satisfy 
every economic requirement; how, freeing labor and 
capital from the fetters that now oppress them (for all 
other taxes could be easily remitted), it would enormously 
increase the production of wealth; how it would make 
distribution conform to the law of justice, dry up the 
springs of want and misery, elevate society from its lowest 
stratum, and give all their fair share in the blessings of 
advancing civilization, can perhaps only be fully shown by 
such a detailed examination as I have made in my books, 
** Social Problems " and ** Progress and Poverty." Never- 
theless, any one can see that to tax land up to its full 
rental value would amount to precisely the same thing as 
to formally take possession of it, and then let it out to the 
highest bidders. 

If it be denied that land justly is, or can be, private 
property; if the equal rights of the whole people to the use 
of the elements gratuitously furnished by Nature be 
asserted without drawback or compromise, then the essen- 
tial difference between property in land and property in 
things of human production is at once brought out. Then 
will it clearly appear not only that the denial of the right 
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of individual property in land doea not Involve any menace 
to legitimate property rights, but that the maintenance of 
private property in land neceesarily involves a denial of 
the right to all other property , and that the recognition of 
the claims of the landlords means a continuous robbery of 
capital as well as of labor. 

All this will appear more and more clearly as the 
practical measures necessary to make land common pro- 
perty are proposed and discussed. These simple measures 
involve no harsh pro(;oedings, no forcible clispossession, 
no shock to public confidence, no retrogression to a lower 
industrial organization, no loaning of public monev, or 
establishment of cumbrous commissions. Instead of doing 
violence to the rightful sense of property, they assert and 
vindicate it. The way to make land common property is 
simply to take rent for the common benefit. Ana to do 
this, the easy way is to abolish one tax after another, until 
the whole weight of taxation falls upon the value of land. 
When that point is roarhed. tlio battle is won. The hare 
is caught, killed, and skinned, and to cook him will be a 
very easy matter. The real fight will como on the proposi- 
tion to consolidate existing taxation upon land values. 
When that is once won, the landholders will not merely 
have been decisively defeated, they will have been routed ; 
and the nature of land values will be so generally under- 
stood that to raise taxation so as to take the whole rent for 
common purposes will be a mere matter of course. 

To put the public burdens upon the landholders is not 
a new proposition. On the contrary, it is the ancient 
British practice. It would be but a return, in a form 
adapted to modem times, to the system under which 
British land was originally parcelled out to the predecessors 
of the present holders — the just system, recogniz-ed for 
centuries, that those who enjoy the common property 
should bear the common burdens. The putting of property 
in land in the same category as property in things pro- 
duced by labour is comparative! v modem. In Scotland, as 
in England and Ireland, as in fact among every people of 
whom we know anything, the land was originally treated 
as common property, and this recognition ran all through 
the feudal system. The essence of the feudal system was 
in treating the landholder not as an owner, but as a lessee. 
To every grant of land was annexed a condition which 
amounted to a heavy perpetual tax or rent. National debt, 
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agriculture and U) farmers, and have never seen how, in 
various direct and indirect ways, they have to contribute 
to the immenHe Hums received by the landlords as rent. It 
would be putting the argument in a shape in which even 
the most stupid could understand it. Tne British land- 
owners are in numbers but an insignificant minority. 
And, the more they protested against having to pay all the 
taxes, the quicker would the public? mind realize the 
eeeential injustice of private property in land, the quicker 
would the majority of the people come to see that the land- 
owners ought not only to pay all the taxes, but a good deal 
more boHldps. Once put the question in such a way that 
the workinjr nian will reali/o that ho pays two prices for 
his ale and half a dozen prices for his tobacco, because a 
landowners* Parliament in the time of Charles II. shook 
off their ancient dues to the State, and imposed them in 
indirect taxation on him ; once bring to the attention of 
the man who grumbles as he pays his income tax, the ques- 
tion as to whether the landowner who draws his income 
from property that of natural right belonp^s to the whole 

Eeople ought not to pay it instead of him. and it will not 
e long before the absurd injustice of allowing rent to be 
appropriated by individuals will bo thoroughly understood. 
Tnis is a very different thing from asking the taxpayer to 
buy out the landlord for the sake of the peasant. 

I have been speaking as though all landholders 
would resist the change which would sacrifice their special 
interests to the larger interests of society. But I am 
satisfied that to think this is to do landholders injustice. 
For landholders as a class are not more stupid nor more 
selfish than any other class. And there is that in a great 
truth which can raise a human soul above the mists of 
selfishness. 

A LITTLE ISLAND OR A LITTLE WORLD. 

Imagine an island girt with ocean ; imagine a little 
world swimming in space. Put on it, in imagination, 
human beings. Let them divide the land, share and 
share alike, as individual property. At first, while popu- 
lation is sparse and industrial processes rude and primitive, 
this will work well enough. 

Turn away the eyes of the mind for a moment, let time 
pass, and look again. Some families will have died out, 
some have greatly multiplied ; on the whole, population 
will have largely increased, and even supposing there have 
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been no important inventions or improvements in the pro- 
ductive artH. the increabe in population, by causing the 
division of labor, will have made industry more complex. 
During this time some of thene people will have been care- 
less, generous, improvident; some will have been thrifty 
and grasping. Some of them will have devoted much of 
their powers to thinking of how they themselves and the 
things they see around them came to be ; to inquiries and 
speculations as to what there is in the universe beyond 
their little island or their little world, to making poems, 
painting pictures, or writing books ; to noting the differ- 
ences in rocks and trees and shrubs and grasses ; to classi- 
fying beasts and birds and fishes and insects ; to the doing, 
in short, of all the many things which add so largely to 
the sum of human knowledge* and liuman happiness, with- 
out much or any gain of wealth to the doer. Others again 
will have devoted all their energies to the extending of 
their possessions. What, then, shall we see, land having 
been all this time treated as private property ? Clearly, we 
shall see that the primitive equality has given way to in- 
ecpiality. Some will have very much more than one of the 
original shares into which the land was divided ; very many 
will have no land at all. Suppose that, in all things save 
this, our little island or our little world is Utopia — that 
there are no wars or robberies ; that the government is 
absolutely pure and taxes nominal ; suppose, if you want 
to, any sort of a currency ; imagine, if you can imagine 
such a world or island, that interest is utterly abolished ; 
yet inequality in the ownership of land will have produced 
poverty and virtual slavery. 

For the people we have supposed are human beings — 
that is to say, in their physical natures at least, they are 
animals who can live only on land and by the aid of the 
products of land. They may make machines which will 
enable them to float on the sea, or perhaps to fly in the 
air, but to build and equip these machines they must have 
land and the products of lai^d, and must constantly come 
back to land. Therefore those who own the land must be 
the masters of the rest. Thus, if one man has come to 
own all the land, he is their absolute master even to life or 
death. If they can live on the land on his terms only, 
then they can live only on his terms, for without land they 
cannot live. They are his absolute slaves, and so long as 
his ownership is acknowledged, if they want to live, they 
must do in everything as he wills. 
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If, howeyer, the concentration of landownership had 
not gone ho far as to make one man or a very few men the 
owners of all the land ; if there are still so many land- 
owners that there is competition between them as well as 
between those who have only their l^bor, then the terms 
on which these non-landholders can live will seem more 
like free contract. But it will not be free contract. Land 
eon yield no wealth without the application of labor; labor 
can produce no wealth without land. These are the two 
equally necessary factors of production. Yet, to say that 
they are ecjually necessary factors of production is not to 
say that, in the making of contracts as to how the results 
of production are divided, the possessors of these two meet 
on equal terms. For the nature of these two factors is very 
different. Land is a natural element ; the human being 
must have his stomach filled every few hours. Land can 
exist without labor, but labor cannot exist without land. 
If I own a piece of land, I can let it lay idle for a year or 
for years, and it will eat nothing. But the laborer must 
eat every day, and his family must eat. And so, in the 
making of terms between them, the landowner has an 
immense advantage over the labourer. It is on the side of 
the labourer that the intense pressure of competition comes, 
for in his case it is competition urged by hunger. And, 
further than this : As population increases, as the competi- 
tion for the use of land becomes more and more intense, 
so are the owners of land enabled to get for tho use c^ 
their land a larger and larger part of the wealth which 
labor exerted upon it produces. That is to say, the value 
of land steadily rises. Now, this steady rise in the value 
of land brings about a confident expectation of future in- 
crease of value, which produces among landowners all the 
effects of a combination to hold for higher prices. Thus 
there is a constant tendency to force mere laborers to take 
less and less or to give more and more (put it which way 
you please, it amounts to the same thing) of the products 
of their work for the opportunity to work. And thus, in 
the Tery nature of things, we should see on our little island 
or our little world that, after a time had passed, some of 
the people would be able to take and enjoy a superabund- 
ance of all the fruits of labor without doing any labor at 
all, while others would be forced to work the livelong day 
for a pitiful living. 

Bat let us introduce another element into the supposi- 
tion. Let us suppose great discoveries and inyentiona — 
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such as the steam eugine, the power loom, the Bessemer 
process, the reai)iDg machine, and the thousand-and-oue 
labor-saving devices that are such a marked feature of our 
era. What would be the result ? 

Manifestly, the effect of all such discoveries and inven- 
tions is to increase the power of labor in producinu^ wealth 
— to enable the same amount of wealth to be produced by 
less labor, or a greater amount with the same labor. But 
none of them lesson, or can lesson the necessity for land. 
Until we can dincover some way of making Homething out 
of nothing — and that is so far beyond our powers as to be 
absolutely unthinkable — there is no possible discovery or 
invention which can lessen the dependence of labor upon 
land. And, this being the case, the effect of these labor- 
savinc; devices, land being the private property of some, 
would simply be to increase the proportion of the wealth 
produced tnat landowners could demand for the use of their 
land. The ultimate effect of these discoveries and inven- 
tions would be not to benefit the laborer, but to make him 
more dependent. 

And, since we are imagining conditions, imagine labor- 
saving inventions to go to the farthest imaginable point, 
that is to say, to perfection. What then ? Why then, the 
necessity for labor being done away with, all the woalth 
that the land could produce would eo entire to the laud- 
owners. None of it whatever could be claimed by any one 
else. For the laborers there would be no use at all. If 
they continued to exist, it would be merely as paupers on 
the bounty of the landowners ! 

THE CIVILIZATION THAT IS POSSIBLE. 

In the effects upon the distribution of wealth, of mak- 
ing land private property, we may thus see an explanation 
of that paradox presented by modern progress. The per- 
plexing phenomena of deepening want with increasing 
wealth, of labor rendered more dependent and helpless by 
the very introduction of labor-saving machinery, are the 
inevitable result of natural laws as fixed and certain as the 
law of gravitation. Trivate property in land is the primary 
cause of the monstrous inequalities which are developing 
in modern society. It is this, and not any miscalculation 
of nature in bringing into the world more mouths than she 
can feed, that gives rise to that tendency of wages to a 
minimum — that, in spite of all advances in productive 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



22 

piiwor, vom\HAn the labouring claBses to the least return on 
which they will consent to live. It is this that produces 
all those phenomena that are so often attributed to the 
conflict of labor and capital. It is this that condemns 
Highland croftfrrs to rags and huno^er, that produces the 
pauperiHm of (h-eat Britain and Ireland, and the tramps 
of America. It is this that makes the almshouse and tne 
penitentiary the marks of what we call high civilization ; 
that in the midst of schools and churches degrades and 
brutalizes men, crnnhoH the ftweetness out of womanhood, 
and the joy out of childhood. It is this that makes lives 
that might be a blessing a pain and a curse, and every 
year drives more and more to seek unbidden refuge in 
the gatfjH of death. For, a permanent tendency to inequality 
once snt up, all tho forces of progress tend to greater and 
greater inequality. 

All this is contrary to Nature. Th#' poverty and misery, 
the vice and degradation, that spring from the unequal 
distribution of wealth, arcj not tho n3sults of natural law ; 
they spring from our defiance of natural law. They are 
the fruits of our refusal to obey the supreme law of justice. 
It is because we rob tho child of his birthright ; because 
we make tho bounty which tho Croator intended for all the 
excluMive property of some, that these things come upon 
us, and, though skdvancing and advancing, we chase out 
the mirage. 

When, lit by lightning-flash or friction amid dry 
graHHOM, the consuming fiames of fire first flung their lurid 
glow into the face of man, how must he have started back 
in affright ! Whon he first stood by the shores of the sea, 
how must its waves have said to him, * 'Thus far shalt thou 
go, but no farther ! '' Yet, as he learned to use them, fire 
became his most UHoful servant, the sea his easiest high- 
way. The most destructive element of which we know — 
that which for ages and ages seomod the very thunderbolt 
of the angry goas— is, as we are now beginning to learn, 
fraught for us with untold powers of usefulness. Already 
it enables us to annihilate space in our messages, to 
illuminate the night with new suns ; and its uses are only 
beginning. And throughout all Nature, as far as we can 
sen, whatever is potent for evil is potent for good. ** Dirt," 
said Lord Brougham, **is matter in the wrong place." 
And so the squahir and vice and misery that abound in the 
very heart of our civilization are but results of the misap- 
plication of forces in their nature most elevating. 
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the i^ratificatiuus of reiiuad taiite that only tho richest now 
enjoy. There it» no reason why any one should be com- 

Selled to long and monotonous labor. Did invention and 
iscovery stop to-day, the forces of production are ample 
for this. What hampers production is tho unnatural 
inequality in distribution. And, with just distribution, 
invention and discovery would only have begun. 

Appropriate rent in the way I propose, and speculative 
rent would be at once destroyed. The dogs in the manger 
who are now holding so much land they have no use for, in 
order to e^ctract a high price from those who do want to use 
it, would be at once choked off, and land from which labor 
and capital are now debarred under penalty of a heavy fine 
would he thrown open to improvement and use. The 
incentive to land monopoly would be gone. Population 
woukl spread whore it is now too dense, and become denser 
whero it is now too sparse. 

Appropriate rent in this way, and not only would 
natural opportuuitiei be thus opened to labor and capital, 
but all the taxes which now weigh upon production and 
rest upon the consumer could be abolished. The demand 
for laoor would increase, wages would rise, every wheel of 
production would be set in motion. 

Appropriate rent in this way, and the present expenses 
of government would be at once very much reduced — 
reduced directly by the saving in the present cumbrous and 
expensive schemes of taxation, reduced indirectlv by the 
diminution in pauperism and in crime. This simplification 
in governmental machinery, this elevation of moral tone 
which would result, would make it possible for government 
to assume the running of railroads, telegraphs, and other 
busin(5sses which, being in their nature monopolies, can- 
not, as experience is nhowing, be safely left in the hands 
of private individuals and corporations. In short, losing 
its character as a repressive agency, government could 
thus gradually pass into an administrative agency of the 
great co-operative association — society. 

For, appropriate rent in this way, and there would be 
at once a large Hurplus over and above what are now con- 
sidered the legitimate expenses of government. We could 
divide this, if we wanted to, among the whole community, 
share and share alike. Or we could give every boy a 
small capital for a start when he came of age, every girl a 
dower, every widow an annuity, every aged person a pen* 
sion, out of this common estate. Or we could do with our 
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great common fund many, many things that would be for 
the common benefit, many, many things that would give to 
the poorest what even the richest cannot now enjoy. We 
could establish free libraries, lectures, museums, art- 
galleries, observatories, gymnasiums, baths, parks, theatres: 
we could line our roads with fruit-trees, and make our 
cities clean and wholesome and beautiful ; we could con- 
duct experiments, and offer rewards for inventions, and 
throw them open to public use. 

Think of the enormous wastes that now go on; the 
waste of false revenue systems; which hamper production 
and bar exchange, which fine a man for erecting a building 
where none stood before, or for making two blades of 
grass grow where there was but one; the waste of un- 
employed labor, of idle machinery, of those periodical de- 
pressions of industry almost as destructive as war; the 
waste entailed by poverty, and the vice and crime and 
thriftlessnesB and drunkenness that spring from it; the 
waste entailed by that greed of gain that is its shadow, 
and which makes business in large part but a masked war; 
the waste entailed by the frot and worry about the mere 
physical necessities of existence, to which so many of us 
are condemned; the waste entailed by ignorance, by 
cramped and undeveloped faculties, by the turning of 
human beings into mere machines ! 

Think of these enormous wastes, and of the others 
which, like these, are due to the fundamental wrong which 
produces an unjust distribution of wealth and distorts the 
natural development of society, and you will begin to see 
what a higher, purer, richer civilization would be made 
possible by the simple measure that will assert natural 
rights. You will begin to see how, even if no one but the 
present landholders were to be considered, this would be 
the greatest boon that could be vouchsafed them by society, 
and that, for them to fight it, would be as if the doc; with 
a tin kettle tied to his tail should snap at the hand that 
offered to free him. Even the greatest landholder ! As 
for such landholders as our working farmers and home- 
stead owners, the slightest discussion would show them 
that they had everything to gain by the change. But even 
such landholders as the Duke of Westminster and the 
Astors would be gainers. 

For it is of the very nature of injustice that it really 
profits no one. When and whore was slavery good for 
slaveholders ? Did her cruelties in America, her expul- 
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sionK of Moors and Jews, her burniags of heretics, profit 
Spain ? Has Great Britain gained by her injustice toward 
Ireland? Did not tho cur^e of an unjust social system 
rest on Ijouis XIV. and Louis XV. as well an on the poorest 
peasant whom it condemned to rags and starvation — as 
well as on that LouiH whom it Hent to the block ? Is the 
Czar of Rushia to be envied ? 

This we may know certainly, this we may hold to con- 
fidently : that which is unjust can really profit no one; 
that which is just can really harm no one. Though all 
other lights move and circle, this is the pole-star by which 
we may safely steer. 
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